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"SILENCE IS NOT GOLD

Nﬂ'

IN ENGLISH CLASSES

~ An idea about the positive attitudes toward communicating ~

As the Course of Study indicates,
teaching English aims to help the students
develop their synthetical abilities, writing,
reading, speaking, and listening abilities.
But according to the revised Couise of
Study, "Communicative Competence” is
a new addition and is emphasized as one
of the most important skills. This is
caused by the fact that we need to be
able to acquire information from all over
the world with ease in order to facilitate
internationalization.

But how can we help the student improve
their communicative competence?

When [ look back upon the past ten
years,the way of teaching English has been
gradually changing from an emphasis on
grammatical teaching to communicaiive
teaching. 1t is not too much to say that
the JET(Japan Exchange and Teaching)
program has contributed to the
communicative way of teaching. Thanks to
the program,we JET(Japanese Teachers of
English) and the students have been able
to speak or listen to English often. And
we have been able to learn about the
differences in thinking, living, cultures,
and so on. But I wonder whether we have
tried to improve our English Teaching
and to help the students inprove their
communicative competence or not, [ would
like to say something about the challenges
of evaluating the students’  positive
attitudes  toward communicating and
introducing group work in communicative
English classes.

As you know, it is very effective for

the students to have more opportunities
to speak or listen to English in a small class
or in a small group. They can exchange
ideas and information with each other.The
students can also check their English
abilities directly and instantly by using
friends and themelves. These activities
help them to improve positive attitudes
toward communicating English.

There is a proverb, "Practice makes
perfect.” The more the students have the
opportunities to speak aloud or listen to
English, the better the students become
at using English. If they study in a large
class, they lose such opportunities. It
means that they seldom have the
opportunities to use or practice English in
the classroom.

In other subjects,they sit and listen in
almost all cases.But in an English class,
they need to speak and listen as often as
possible. The students need to know that an
English lesson is different from the others.
Both the teachers and the students have to
make a drastic change. The big challenge in
a communicative English class is:

"To make the classroom less stressful
and encourage the students to participate.”

In the case where the class becomes
monotonous, the students feel bored. So
it is a sgignificant and an effective way of
teaching to make the class smaller or to
have the students study in pairs or groups.

Next,when the students begin to speak,
then getting the class relaxed has worked
and pair or group work can be easily
introduced.Here are some points to be
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taken into consideration when introducing
“information gap—acitivities"in pair work.
pairing should not be rigid

instructions should be clear.
information gaps should be new and
interesting

students should be free to move from
their seats

the time—length of group activities
should be announced beforehand,ete...
As for the evalvation of students’
positive attitudes toward communicating
(PATC), there is a tentative check list.
The points to be checked are as follows;

@ ® 088

SELF-EVALUATICH CHECK LIEI‘I(IILADE:( ) CLASS( 1} HAME(
POINTS TO CEECK

]
a
2
]
m

@Did you try 13 actively toke port in the language class? ABC

@ Bid you iy to actively express your thoughis and feefings? ABC

AN ATITULES | BDiid you Wy to nsk anything you do Aot uaderstand velunarily? | A B €
commicating | @ BIE you try to cxpress yourself by keeping eye-contact or wsing | A B C

gestures?

EDid you 1y te grapple with your task wsing dictionary or lext? |A B ©
@ Did you speak loudly encugh for your fistener? ABC
(D Did you greet and respond o the questions cheerfully? ATNC
EXPRESSIVE SKILLS ®D?d you act and answer properly when you were asked? ARC
@ Did you spoak Enplisk as much w posible without using Jopanese? [A B €
D Did you spesk uting wonks and phrses withoul missing key poinsT { A B C
D Did you axpress yoursalf adeqoalely? ARC

KND[:\;L:DC‘-E& Dié you understand some ways & diffecences of
FESTARONO | )y anc
LANGUAGE AND B geogrophy? ABC
curture | 0P expression?. between Fapan and fozeign countries ABC

Aubink oo much  Bitbink a Eitte Cuhink litde

Mo @ ®h — F | o w4 ]
2 A SCORE
ORI TATERLL ) ELid. ABC
CFATRETURLL & & L, ABC
S izcd—ak @B RNHITOWTETATIL 3 ELEch, ABC
~o it [ONFORERAT. Y= AF - WAL VEMERLTHEILIA B C

[

BHERLHELYEREAT. REMCREKRDPAOS LR (A B C
BHFBZ LS FTRT AT, ABLC
DEVECHINRAL S FL &hiuk, ABC
4 : @AEPHEDIRFREN CE. BATERCHA LI ABC
HEA BTN L ppeans o, 5o CRIGCIER D, ABC
DEDEW TR LEFREERVTETT LNTE LS. ABC
DRBULTN T &> fe ABC
BBt | EAAOEPARBLES b5 el ABC
" * B L4 ABC
kil ) - Bt . ABC

AKEESRS B LTINS ChHERETHMLEN

This kind of self—evaluation check list
has not been used ofien or considered
very much before.But from next year, the
attitudes indicated above in the "SELF—
EVALUATION CHECK LIST" (D~®),
for example, will be used for both

evaluation itself and motivating the
students” PATC besides 4 language skills
of English. '

And if both the JTEs and ALTs
(Assistant Language Teachers} use this
check list for the same students, the
problems come to light in this evaluation
will gradually disappear and eventually
objective test will be made.

We know that it is very difficult to
evaluate the potential abilities such as
PATC and knowledge & understanding of
language and cuiture.But anyway,now is
the time to make previous arrangements
with fellow teachers for the matter.

Lastly, communicative competence,

especially oral and aural skills, are now
important English language abilities.

Using group work in the classroom can
be very useful to improve such skills.But
again,what we have to before introducing
communicative teaching is to make a
drastic change this occasion.

The goal of English teaching is not to
improve scores on tests,but to educate
the students to became a comopoﬁta:x,
who 1 believe will then be able to act as

go—betweens in the future by using their
communicative English language skills.
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