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Students' engagement with learning materials can be operationalized by the overt (or lack of
overt) behaviors they undertake while learning. Although far from perfect, overt behaviors are a
good proxy to reflect different modes of engagement that teachers can use to ascertain whether a
student is in fact engaged in a specific mode for a given activity. Specifically, students' overt

behavioral manifestations can be characterized and differentiated into four behavioral modes:

passive, active, constructive, and interactive.
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